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Lesson One: Mapping the Arabic Language

Figure 1.1 presents a map of the Arabic language. This chart provides an
overview of the task at hand and establishes a framework for future

learning.

PRINCIPLE ONE

The tetm articulation (-E-’ﬂ’ﬂ refers to all words that are produced by the
tongue. Articulations (Jﬂ-;j) are divided into (1) words that are meaningful
(&3:0}3) and (2) words that are meaningless (J-ufg.i) Meaningful (&}fpjﬁ)
articulations have established, understood meanings. For example, the
Arabic word kitab (&) means, “a book.”” On the other hand,
meaningless (Jog#) articulations lack established meanings. Consider, for
example, the word “Pepsi.” If articulated five hundred years ago, before
the advent of this now famous beverage, this word would have had no

meaning.

PRINCIPLE TWO

Meaﬁmgf;z/ (& 258 articulations can be further divided into (1) single
(3 )-ﬂ-ﬂ) and (2) compound (&-«5 ). If an articulation is composed of one
word, it 1s called szngl (3 ,u); whereas, if it is composed of more than
one word, it is called wmpound (s_} ;ﬂ) For example, the word kitab
(S is single (5}2.3), while the phrase rasul-Allab (41‘:‘ :j}f»)), 2made up of
two words, is compound (&:5 }3)

' Lafad () is derived from the verbal noun “to throw.” Arabic grammarians use this term to
refer to articulations because speech involves “throwing” sounds from the tongue.

A ‘U” d_g—dj means, “Messenger of Allah.”
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PRINCIPLE THREE ‘
All single (3%) words are classified into one of three types:

1) noun ((.:-«’D
2) verb (J*)
3) particle (')

Stated otherwise, every word in the Arabic dictonary fits into one of

these three categories.

PRINCIPLE FOUR

Compound (6.:5 ") articulations are made up of two or more words. Such
combinations are either bezeficial (%dd) ot non-beneficial (Jedo ;;;) Beneficial
(weds) groups of words express a complete idea and join together to form
a complete sentence. Non-beneficial (4ais ,,;F-) groups of words express an
incomplete idea and join together to form a phrase,3 or an incomplete

sentence.

This volume deals with siugle (.*o}ni) words and emphasizes conjugating

verbs and nouns.

3 A phrase is defined as two or more words that form a syntactic unit that is less than a

complete sentence.
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Lesson Two: Introducing Arabic Words

PRINCIPLE ONE

The Arabic alphabet consists of twenty-nine letters and three short

vowels (fignre 2.1). This text assumes that the reader is familiar with the
alphabet and its short vowels.

" PRINCIPLE TWO

Most Arabic words are formed from three base letters. These three
letters join together to establish a meaning. For example, the base letters

=8 (read from right fo lefl) express the meaning of “to write.”

PRINCIPLE THREE

The letters d—&—d are used as model base letters.4 The first letter is

called the “f2’" ( & ) position.” The second is called the “zn (&)

positon.” The third is called the “/am ( J ) position.”” The base letters
J—&—J express the meaning of “to do.”

PRINCIPLE FOUR

Most Arabic nouns and verbs are detived by placing the three base
letters on designated patterns. These patterns involve voweling® the base
letters and often require the addition of non-base letters. Each of these
patterns reflects the meamng of the base lettets in a unique way. For
example, the pattern ,_}915 describes a person who enacts the meaning of

the base letters.8 This pattern involves voweling the fz’ ( < ) position

# The letters _d*t—d are used throughout the text to illustrate verb and noun patterns.

5 Voweling refers to the addition of the short vowels: dammah, fathah, and kasrab.

® The English language also makes use of patterns. Consider, for example, the word “teacher.”
Adding the suffix “er” to the verb #ach produces the word “teacher.” This pattern describes a
person who enacts the meaning of the verb (ie., one who teaches). Similarly, consider

additional English words that follow this pattern, such as “builder” (one who builds) and
“thinker” (one who thinks).
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with a fathah, adding an ‘alif, and voweling the ‘ain ( ¢ ) position with a

kasrah. If the base letters == (/o write) replace the fa’ ( S ), ‘ain
(& ), and am ( J ) positions in this pattern, the word h--f‘s (one who
writes) is formed (figure 2.2). Similatly, replacing.the Ja' (), ‘ain ( &)
and lim ( J ) positions with the base letters >—<—¢ (o worship) forms

the word % (one who worships).
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TYPES OF WORDS/TYPES OF TIMES

TYPES OF WORDS

There are only three parts or types of words - agsaamul-kalimah (Z»J.Qi (-L...BT) in the Arabic language.
They are: '

1. Alism (‘.—»\H) (pl. Al-Asmaa’ <L) - It is a word that only gives a meaning. It can be something
physical (alive or not alive) and it can be something mental. Some examples are:

a. Shamsun (:,«r'"" -asun)

b. Khaalid (A= - A man’s name)
c. lm (ode - Knowledge)

2. ARFiT (J2a)) (pl. Al-Afaal - Jbéif'!) - It is a word that gives a meaning and a specific or particular

time where that meaning took place®. Some examples are;

a. Dharaba (< 2 — He hit). It gives two things: the meaning of hitting and the particular time
=4 which is the past tense.

b. Akala (L}ﬁ— He ate). It gives the meaning of eating and that it took place in the past tense.

3. Al-Harf (< ) (pl. Al-Huroof - <> 4 &) - It is a word that points out a meaning by way of another
word - it does not show its mearning by itself, but its meaning only appears in another word.

a. Min (;»—from). The meaning is not clear when by itself, but when adding the word: al-bayt
(cwdi-the house) we have minal-bayti (- .+ from the house) which pin points the
meaning () serves.

b. Fee {in). The meaning is not clear when taken by itself but add the word: al-madeenah

(33441~ the city) and we have fi-madeenah (il (- in the city) which pin points the

meaning.

Litis important that we define it as taking place in a specific or particular time because there are some asmaa’ that givea

meaning of time such as al-ghuroob (< 3 )\ —sunset) which occurs every day, and al-aan (OY! - now) which is relevant only
— to the specific time that it takes place.
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o 4all ¢ld: ‘The Faa of the word” and you can call it: ‘the Faa’- 4l (& : “The ‘Ayn of the
word’ and you can call it: ‘the ‘Ayn’- 4K 2Y : “The Laam of the word” and you can call
it: ‘the Laam’- And they are called like that because they get the name of the letter it is
placed upon.

The scale is meant to identify the form of the word weighed and it includes the Numbers of the
letters, the order, the harakaat and sakanaat, the extra and the original letters .

*Principle: Give the same Harakaat of the word weighed fo the scale*

The word <& the first root letter has a fathah (& the “faa’ will get a fathah <, and it will be
called A—alsl) ¢L&

The second root letter has a fathah 3 the ‘ayn’ will get a fathah g , and it will be called &=
i_algy)

The third root letter has a fathah & the ‘laam’ will get a fathah d , and it will be called YAV

So when you weigh a word you say: G4 is on the scale of dad and in Arabic we say: % GQo&
daé 033

Some other examples:
e The word a& :
The first root letter has a fathah § the “faa’ will get a fathah <& , and it will be called 4—al<ll ¢ L8

The second root letter has a kasrah J the “ayn’ will get a kasrah ¢ , and it will be called o=
dalgyy )

The third root letter has a fathah & the ‘laam’ will get a fathah J , and it will be called A—e1SH oY
a2 is on the scale of J=8 — In Arabic: d= (3 1 e

o The word ehﬁ :
The first root letter has a fathah § the “faa’ will get a fathah & , and it will be called 4—alsll #L2

The second root letter has a dhammah B the ‘ayn’ will get a dhammah &, and it will be called
N |

The third root letter has a fathah a the ‘laam’ will get a fathah d , and it will be called 4—alSh a¥
Pl:o is on the scale of 2 — In Arabic: Js SBY) e e-3=°

e ()3 means: scale
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The Second Category of Verbs

With regard to the root letters (loVi 3 1) of a verb, th_ey

zre of two types:

i Yicaning Example
SH 3 root letters g
] or triliteral
@2l 4 root letters | Jw
; or
| quadriliteral | i

Zzch of these two types is further divided into two categories:
1) (2,%) — the (W) consists of root letters only, without
any extra letters.

2) (a2 4 54) - the &;‘"’U*') has root letters plus extra letters.

_ === results in the following four categories:

Term Meanin Example
& P
3,8 W 3 root letters only Al
b e Y13 oot letters plus| -
g extra letters Rk
3,2 e, |4rootletters only o
b e el |4 root letters plus etk

[ extra letters &




