Lesson Four: The Present Tense Verb
[Quﬂb‘ Jxdll]

i R EE o e ¥ .
The present tense verb (& szt Jadlly describes actions or events that are

ongoing.® Present tense verbs are conjugated using prefixes and suffixes.

PRINCIPLE ONE

2 ]
The pattern Ja& (be does) is used as a model for the active voice of the
present tense verb. Depending on the particular conjugation, one of four

letters (ya’, ta’, nin, or hamzah) 1s always prefixed to the three base letters
(tabie 4.1).

PRINCIPLE TWO

The active voice of the present fense verb is conjugated by adding
designated letters to the end of the verb. Like the past fense, these
conjugations reflect three aspects of the verb’s subject: person, gender,
and plurality. Carefully study zzb/ 4.1, noting the differences between the

various conjugations.

PRINCIPLE THREE

‘The present tense verb may express either the active or the passive voice.
The pattern for the passive voice of the present fense verb is formed from
the active voice by (1) changing the voweling of the first letter to a
dammah and (2) changmg the vowehng of the second to last letter to a
Jathah.18 Thus J.MJ (he does) becomes J.ﬂ-m (it is being done).

15 The present tense verb includes both the continuous present tense (e.g., he is doing) and the
habitual present tense (e.g., he does).
16 This second step is only necessary if the active voice of the present tense verb has a dammal or a

&arrah on its second to last letter. Such patterns are covered in Lesson Sixteen.
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Meaning Person | Gender Word- Verb
Form
He is Opening or he 34 masc. Singular s :°/
.will open person & =
They 2 are _opening or dual o1 T
they will open : -
They are opening or plural B
el
they will open J i
She is opening or she fem. singular ¥ o
will open c._cu
They 2 f. are opening dual Slbas
or will open -
They f. are opening or plural o
will open < g
You are are opening Znd masc. singular 3 :°_5
or will open person s
You 2 are opening or dual 5 Sz
will open .
You (all) are opening plural Rl a
or will open =
You f. are opening or fem. singular | - ¢ e
will open e
You 2 f. are opening dual S <z
or will open i
You (all f.) are plural e g
opening or will open <
1 am are opening or I m/f singular s ;‘:’f
will open person CJ
We are are opening or m/f dual/ o

will open

plural




The Imperfect Verb

The past tense verb is referred to as the perfect verb because the action has already taken place. The imperfect verb,
on the other hand, is called such because the action has not yet completed. This tense alone is indicative of the present
tense, the present continuous, and the future tense. Context will determine which of the three is intended.

Let’s take the base letters & ¢ ¢ s which afford the sense of “hearing”. The imperfect verb is constructed by placing
these letters on the pattern 35-2-];.we get é:lf-u: This verb can mean “he is hearing”, “he hears”, and “he will hear”.

Just as with the past tense verb, this pattern also has three variations. The pattern can be ﬂ-i;-z :)-5-2-3, or :}i-;-’: For
our purposes, we will simply work with i\i-:éand ignore the other variations.

The conjugation table is given below. Notice that the imperfect verb has both a prefix and a suffix. The prefix is one of

&

&, <, ", or . Study the table below.

Conjugation Conjugation and Translation
Singular }té.ié(he hears)
Masculine Dual Olaili(they hear)
IR 258 o b0
Plural O gxawwd(they hear)
3" person
Singular A
g C:o«-«d(she hears)
Feminine - Dual Olxal(they hear)
Plural Q;L&fé(they hear)
Singular m(you hear)
-
Masculine Dual Qm(you hear)
Plural C)}i&iﬁ(you hear)
2™ person
Singular C‘E:,u’oi«-?(you hear)
Feminine Dual QW(VOU hear)
Plural &l&i&(you hear)
B Singul 255
ingular I h
- Masculine & Cﬁd il
i Feminine o
Plural Cq.w.:(we hear)




Active & Passive

__The active verb is rendered passive by applying the following pattern.

e The prefix of the imperfect verb will be given a dhammabh.
e The very last letter will be left as is.

o All the letters in between that have vowels will have their vowels changed to fathah.

So ’C&ié for example, will become &ij And this pattern applies despite the variation in the
middle letter that was mentioned before.

Conjugation Conjugation and Translation
Singular ’c&i-fj(he is heard)
Masculine Dual olail(they are heard)
Plural J5xa(they are heard)
3" person }
Singular "CZLJ(she is heard)
Feminine Dual gl.;;fﬁ(they are heard)
Plural Fala(they are heard)
Singular &Qﬁj(you are heard)
Masculine Dual gL;.;.i.j‘(you are heard)
Plural f)}»&i.&(you are heard)
2™ person y
Singular Cpmali(you are heard)
Feminine Dual gw(you are heard)
A
Plural Qié-i-u"(you are heard)
2
| | 2
A e Naseiiie B Singular el (I am heard)
P Feminine B . 50
i, Plural C«w(we are heard)
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FUNDAMENTALS OF CLASSICAL ARABIC

TABLE 4.2

THE PRESENT TENSE VERB

PASSIVE VOICE
NEGATION

ACTIVE VOICE
NEGATION

PASSIVE VOICE

ACTIVE VOICE

Y

He/Tt (S/M) 1s not being done

JEg

[/t (5/M) does not do

He/Tt (§/M) 1s being done

R AN

Lhey (12/M) are not bemg done

SN Y

“They (D/M) do not do

They (D/M) are being done

e A
Odlady

- °

. o 0,
OMay
-

They (D/M) do

- 2 e
O'slady N

They (P/M) are not being done

- £ o
Oslads

They (°/M) do notdo

They (P/M) arc being done

-~ £ o
e -~

2

-

- 20
o O e
o yL"—ﬂ-:

They (P/M) do

She/lt (8/14) is not being done

}/a/
o Y

She/It (S/F) does not do

E o

She/Tt (S/T) is being done

A -]

She/It (S/F) does

OOlag Y

They (ID/F) are not being done

SR Y

They (D/T) do not do

-~ -]

- e
. Cl s
O)f\-*.m
b

They (D/F) do

- D/Q.J Y
L’ -

“They (P/F) are not being done

=] -]
-~ -~ ~
,.l.xm '},’
) =

They (P/F) do not do

j’o.:f;)J

You (S/M) are not being done

By

You (/M) do not do

You (S/M) are being done

E PR

You (D/M) are not being done

et

You (D/M) do not do

yo
&J)&m

You (ID/M) are being done

You (D/M) do

-

-}
Oghndd Y

You (P/M) are not being done

-~ 2 e
O glads Y

You (P/M) do not do

# o
)

You (P/M) are being done

OQ

You (P/M) do

- A e
-z

]
s 0. R
ESTIRY
-~

You (3/1) are not being done

-]
A~ N
'o-\t
:
-

You (8/F) do not do

e
- oy A
l &
.
Rl el

You (S/F) are being done

°
o R e
-

(489 20
You (S§/F) do

o N

You (D/IF) are not being done

R

You (D/I) do not do

- -]
il e
OMass
<

You (D/IY) are being done

O

You (D/F) do

% DI; :‘5 N

You (P/F) are not beng done

e ©°
-~ - ~
oedi N

You (/1) do not do

o ©
o g R
* e

You (P/1} are being done

You (P/F) do

X °

Y

Sl

P /og
J:d\

2 ©-
- E
J.x}\

1 am not betng done I do notdo I am being done I do
b
/c‘? Y A ’0..’ &' A ,9.? 2 /o‘{
We are not being done We do not do We are being done We do

M=Masculine

F=Feminine

S=Singular D=Dual

P=Plural




The Present Tense Verb

TABLE 4.3

THE FUTURE TENSE
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PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
FUTURE FUTURE FUTURE FUTURE
] 2 o A °

}/.9/

He /It (‘%,’I\l‘- will be done

A
s O g

I'Ic;‘lt (‘Q«"\I) will do

- A

Le/1t (S/M) will be done

P
( o

He /1t (S/M) will do

B -
d))buu

‘They (ID/M) will be done

-0

d')'uuz.s 2 g

'l'hL\ fl)f'[\l) will do

G = /D‘ S
UB}U_Q.H.\:
3 -

They (D/M) will be done

OMades

They (/M) will do

They (P/M) will be done

-~

d f/.O/

"They (P/M) will do

/. ° }/g'J/
Oj.l.u,“...v

They (/M) will be done

- 2 o

et

She/It f‘%/’l") will be done

}ro// (-

She/1t (8/F) will do

A
/D‘}/

She/Te (§/F) will be done

.0

QM&QJ Jj-w

They (D /) will be done

e
-

They fl)/‘l‘) will do

- e

They (D/F) will be done

They (D/F) will do

}/.D/

They (P/1) will be done

//.o/

They (P/F) will do

[~ ]
PR

.

-

They (P/F) will be done

e ©
e
.

-

They (P/F) will do

A e
& oA o e

g O e

You f‘;,"l\{j will be done

2 Qo
//-Q/

il

You (S'/Mj will do

- /o_ﬁ/

You (5/M) will be done

g
J.a.c.';.d

You (§/M) will do

u‘)'w’ﬂ L pi

You (D/M) will be done

+ 0 -

Yuu ’lJ/'I\l) will do

- °

" - A
QMM:
-

You (12/M) will be done

You (12/M) will do

- A e
A - .0 -

O il T3

You f'l’/M') will be done

L) -0/

You (T’/\[) will do

You (P/M) will be done

- P
-
u IIQ"

You (/M) will do

v 0 -
,.A.l&i;

You (§/1) will be done

‘/_/‘D/

Y ou (\/I) will do

o
- o) A
. "

i

You (5/F) will be done

,//c.;'/.a/

You (I2/19) will be done

-0 -

dy\-’-ﬂ-’ j-w

You (D/F) will do

! - /D‘j/
OMadzes

You (12/1) will be done

You (D/F) will do

e ©

P s iR
v

~ d}.w

You (P,”') will be done

e @
P T S - g
o

s O

You (P/F) will do

]

P D. P

You (P/F) will be done

= =3
~ ”* 'l/
[

You (P/F) will do

EEs

1 will be done

O

[ will do

ke

1 will be done

A /"f/
J.wu

[ will do

/g_f/.o/
c_.ﬁg.w

We will be done

e e a0 -

We will do

A

EoAR

We will be done

2 °
e

We will do

M=Masculine

F=Feminine S=Singular

D=Dual

P=Plural



