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1. THERE ARE 3 KINDS OF WORDS IN ARABIC &\}\\ 4:&3 : E;.!c, 4 QIS]\
g . o = &, g ﬁ I
2. ALISM, ALFIL, AL HARF 9 §a ]\ } 9]\

3. NOUN - GARDEN, FIRE, BIRD, SPRING Q—K‘— ¢ 3-\2 ¢ )Lv ¢ 4-1;
4. VERB—HE ENTERED, HE ATE, HE IS DRINKING ﬂ—U-wJ ¢ US‘ ¢ dAJ
5. PARTICLE - FROM, TILL, IN gf . ‘_;\ ‘ u"‘

W WL dalk abouk vevbs e
6. TH?Ev:;aB IS DERTVE; FROM THE ROOT WORD g MAJ\

7. MASDAR IS WHERE ALL THE WORDS ORIGINATE FROM.

X o B
8. IN THE MASDAR YOU WILL FIND THE ROOT LETTERS 4_1.\.\4&\ Jéj‘

9. THE ROOT LETTERS WILL EITHER BE THREE LETTERED OR FOUR LETTERED
Loy the verb

¥ ~ 8 @
10. TRILITERAL OR QUADRILITERAL ‘59\-\ J L) g K L?\)J LA‘

11. THE LETTERS d & ¢ 9 ARE USED AS MODEL BASE LETTERS. ~or 3 ‘d*we{xﬂ\
¥ WOowvol <

12. SO IN THE WORD‘.A&' , THE Lo 15 v THE B posiTioN,
Yo want

THE J IS IN THE Eposmom.

THE “~= IS IN THE d POSITION.

2 a8 ~0J 228 f"’o 2 e ﬁljji
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MEANING THEL—Q OF THE WORD, THE & OF THE WORD THEd OF THE WORD

r \LOD 5

.'g 4 h() (&J };._,_.! .;fﬂ)“\). j“L,.j‘« h...« 5 E) (w/*@#)@\ ,,«ng' \'Q 33 (dlﬁjb 7 . \;\
14. VERBS ARE OF TWO TYPES (1 )Q_-,—*AL“'“ WH|CH INDICATES AN ACTION HAS BEEN

(L)L&\L\f@ DL chsmied 5 4 ‘oﬁﬂ‘?@ Q’JM’” FRCAR (; VXD . At @ & c.belﬁﬂ
COMPLETED. PAST TENSE (2) EJL“A‘QJ WHICH INDICATES AN ACTION HAS NOT

BEEN COMPLETED. IT IS BEING DONE OR WILL BE DONE. PRESENT AND FUTURE.
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The Arabic root system 9

alphabetization (see page 124 for the order of the Arabic letters).
However, the most widely used dictionary for learners (A Dictionary of

Modern Written Arabic, Hans Wehr) uses a system based on the root
letters of the word. This means all words with the same root letters are
grouped together. You will need to try and figure out the root letters of
a word before you can look it up in the dictionary. Here is an example,
showing the root _i< (katab): :

B _kataba u (kaib, 35 kitha, 15" itaba) S8 kutabkana and G kutubkina

to 7 down in

basic root :

compose, draw up, indite, draft (» s.th.):
to bequeath, make over by will (J »
s.th. to 8.0.); to preseribe {Je » s.th. to
s.0.}; to foreordain, destine (J or s »
s-th. to s.0.; of God); pass. kutibz to be
fated, be foreordained, be destined (J
to 8.0} | O «ii e =5 to be firmly
resolved to ..., malke it one’s duty to ...;
e 5 to write from s.o’s dictation;
w18 (o5 (kitabak@) to draw up the
marriage contract for s.0., marry s.o.
{ 4= to) I to make {» s.0.) write {a s.8h.};
to form or deploy in squadrons (= troops)
I1I to keep up a correspondence, exchange
letters, correspond (s with s.0.) IV to

Hibrary; bookstore

S Fuktdh pl. 58 katdfib® kuttab,
Koran school (lowest elementary school)

5" butagyib booklet

LS kitaba {(act or practice of } writing;
of writing, penmanship; system of
writing, script; inscription; writing, leg-
end; placard, poster; piece of writing,
record, paper; secretariat; written amules,
charm; pl. LS writings, essays; LS
kitibatan in writing | LiSUL  written;
LS Oy bi-dEn ko unwritten, oral;
blank; £, &S historiography, histor-
ical writing; A3 W k. addaula
{Majr.) secretariat of state; le kS
{‘@mma) secretariat general; LSO fJ
ism al-k. pen name, nom de plume;

dictate (» » to s.0. s.th.), mak
write (s s.th.) VI to write to ea
exchange letters, keep up a cor

other words from Ki 37 typewriter; =S8 2 tugat abk.
the same root

rary language; LSS0l 34 warag al-k.
bting paper

ence VII to subscribe VIII to
s.th.}; to copy (a =th.),
{» of ath); to enter guf’s name; to

be recorded, bg/registered X to ask

oS Eitah pl. o8 kutub piece of
writing, record, paper; Iletter, note,
message; document, deed; contract (esp.
marriage contract}; book; lSUl the
Koran; the Bible | SH |l abl al-k. the
people of the Book, the adherents of a
revealed religion, the kitabis, ie,
Christians and Jews; g1, oS ke az-
zawdj marriage contract; S LS k.
ai-falag bill of divoree; .3 LS (taTim3)
textbook; »lY! LS eredentials {dipl.);
=530 ,is library

w__-f' kutubi pl. .ya . bookseller, hook-
dealer

ql;f' kitahi written, in writing; clerical;
literury; scriptural, relating to the
revealed Scriptures (Koran, Bible); ki-
tabi, adherent of a revealed religion; the
written part (of an examination) | o,
GBS (uslih) literary style; iuls s
{gakic) slip of the pen, clerical error;
iulks” Jiel clerical work, office work,
desk work; d.:ﬁl J'\.ﬂ' {kamaf) Lterary
perfection; k5" & (luga) literary lan-
guage; QU by (muwazzaf) clerk,
clerical worker (of a government office)

S katiba pl. LSLS katd’ib? squadron;
cavalry detachment; (£g. 1939) battalion,
(Ir. after 1922) regiment, (later) bat-
alion, (Syr.) battalion of armored, cav-
, or motorized, units (mil.); {piece of}
iting, record, paper, document; written
let

S maktab pl. 8L makitib? office;
bureau: business office; study; school,
elementary school; department, agency,



The Past Tense 17 erb

LABLE 3.2

THE PAST TENSE I"ERB

21

PASSIVE VOICE
NEGATION

ACTIVE VOICE

NEGATION

PASSIVE VOICE

ACTIVE VOICE

He A1t 8/ M was nor done

- 2

He/ e S was done

%

He/ e S/ did

They (/AL wore not done

They -Df\[ did nor do

hev {12/ 0M) were done

S Slsb S

Thev (DAL did

She /It {871 was nor dene

ShedInis/E) did not da

She /e S/ was done

3 2 z R, R s
e - o - - -
e : ? :
P s
They P/ were nor done Thew (/A did nor do Thev (/A were done's Thev (P/AG did
- 2 wer - - -
o & L; ° = 'L; ° , o e
s e AR AR

She /b s/ dud

ey /1) were nar done

They {D/19 did not do

Lhey (D/F were done

s 2 N e 5 R e
Llas Us Lo Le EY HPY

They /17 dhd

Aou {30 were not done

You (30 did nor da

Nou (370 weee dune

e £ c & o -
- s L; — z 0 ey
- - - - o
Thev 1715 were nat doane They /17 were done They (P/F) did
o A &5 o -
O s 'L; -~ = - o
- i3

You (370 did

E

You (/M) were not done

You (D7) did notdo

You 127N were done

B e 8T £ 7 k1o
Ldas Us Uadad Uzl Uilas

You 1D/0M; did

4

Y

You (12/ 1) were nor done

You /15 did not do

You {1D/Fj were done

o £ 7 o Ao 5 5 J &
~ -~
1
You P/ were nor done You PN did not duo You /AN were done You (/N did
o £ o - 3 } o -
= - Z = - =
You [(8/F) were not done You 3/F} did nordo Yau (3/17 were done You (3/F) did
2 2
5 o 7 L; G L; o ﬂ =7
~ e

You D/ did

oo e B
“alxs G

-

You (P/F) were nur done

You (P/F; did nor do

L=
Y

®

%‘

C

You P/ were done

By

You P/F did

- °/, L:: s 2 L; £ °1, 4 S

1 was nor done 1 did nor dos 1 was dune 1dd
e £ a - o £ =B
Ules s Uas G Ulws Llms
- -
We were nor done We did nor do W were done We did
A= Masculine F=Femmmne S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural

4 “They were done,” implies several acts were performed. Recall that the passize werb is

conjugated to reflect its object.
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- TR S 3:.;"-‘:.} 5 il A Bl
. THE PAST TENSE VERBIS FORMED ~ _iaall (s (il aalall Jadll
FROM THE ROOT WORD.

. THE DEFINITON OF A MASDAR : A WORD THAT VERBS ORIGINATE FROM AND
ARE DERIVED FROM. <id) § JladV¥) 4ie ¢hHiia Lﬂg'gl\ —~)2aqll

d -0
w e

. THERE ARE 14 VERB-FORMS 220} g Jlzanll 5 (bl G (814
OF BOTH PAST TENSE AND PRESENT/FUTURE TENSE.  4xiua 5_pic
. DROP THE ALIF LAAM FROM THE MASDAR AND ADD FATHAS TO THE 3

S90 o8] ~h -
LETTERS AND YOU WILL HAVE THE PAST TENSE, U=l To (J=d

. SOMETIMES YOU WILL HAVE A KASRAH OR DHAMMA ON THE & POSITION.
b R

. THE PAST TENSE VERBS ARE CONJUGATED BY ADDING DESIGNATED LETTERS
TO THE END OF THE YERB.

. UNLIKE ENGLISH, ARABIC ALSO HAS A DUAL FORM IN ADDITION TO THE
SINGULAR AND PLURAL FORMS.

. TERMS TO REMEMBER: NUMBER :  SINGULAR - 2 2 ¢ aal

e " < i
DUAL- (st ¢ 4
PLURAL— a3
GENDER : MASCULINE — S

5 o o

FEMININE -- %«

¥ oo

PERSON:  1°T PERSON - alSia

e
"0 PERSON --  lalds

-

3"° PERSON -- ¢l
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he wore
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he praised
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he drank

he laughed




~he was difficult

he saw

he was close

- 8 -

At X

-

he was far

K

he was generous

%
LS

VIS

- -

~ }S

-~

Gk

-

w o4&
L_LA)S

9 =
e B A
—lq




/

£y

)

o
-

P

=

5

. c‘fé

; .. heﬁtv&é# made
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~he/it was hit

_hefitwastaken
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hefit was studied |
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