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o, REVIEW OF WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED SO FAR

1. How many letters in the arabic language? 28

2. How many short vowels did we learn? 3
s o

3. What are the short vowels? Fathah _4a9 e.g. dﬁﬁ

Kasrah - °)—“‘Seg &“-“‘
Dhammah - weg dﬂ = e s

Sukun - :)35*‘ e.g. 3—,‘-’; fo‘l

A Fathah denotes the sound of ‘@’
A Kasrah denotes the sound of *

A Dhammah denotes the sound of ‘U’
A Sukun serves the purpose of joining two letters in pronounciation.

S [ R

8. An articulation in arabic is called a Lafdh aall

0w iy

9. The plural of J:..d]\ |S-L’uj\ meaning articulations, expressions, or words.

oo\ g e

—~—

10. Many other words in arabic become plural by adding an alif in the beginning and in
M - -

- o
the middle of the 2" and 3" letter. e.g. P becomes J\A;‘ stones.
).;“" becomes )M‘ trees.

R
11. A single meaningful word in arabic is called a Mufrad — 3)5"“-“

. 2. %8 % & anaiT
12. Another name for Mufrad 3)9‘“3‘ is Kalimah — ‘LQJS'“

F

13. All arabic words are of three kinds. &‘ﬁ\ 4—’)-1 LF"C ‘\-AJS-“ A

« 0 - e o e - 1,, o
— 14. Al Ism, Al fil, and al harf. Noun, verb, and particle. “—qﬁ 5 d’ﬁ




The Types of Words

Term Meaning Example
5,;_\3’ word L
F_,,\ noun J"’-‘)
| verb |
L =
:Jf | particle — it is dependent on| -,

either an (——) or (=) in

| conveying its meaning

With

regards to meaning and tense, a verb is of three
vpes:
Term Meaning Example
9__-‘,&! Indicates .the occirrenee | |3 - He
of an action in the past|
R did.
tense. It is referred to as
the perfect tense in
English. BQLM‘;Q, DOF DU ’\,ﬁ 0%
g skall Indicates the occurrence :jw- ot
of an action in the )
doing or he
present or future tense. will do
. ] i .
[t is referred to as the
imperfect tense in
English. Becouse nodriod 1o uaek 4o
»Y1 | acommand L= — You
2 p
\ do.

1
g&@ Q. ;_‘)'-,o,»:_»{; E's e {L@L :

o N%Jsa)%’ <A



FUNDAMENTALS OF CLASSICAL ARABIC

el

ONE WO DOES

Step One: Separate the letters
of the pattern

Jiklﬁ

l Step Two: Replace the base ltters (J—g —2)

with corresponding new letters (<—co—2)

Step Three: Reattach the letters

1o for the new word

-

~

ONE WHO WRITES or A WRITER

FIGURE 2.2

FORMING WORDS FROM BASE LETTERS



Lesson Three: The Past Tense Verb
[ 2 o]

The past tense verh (P\W) JadV) describes actions or events that have

alteady occurred.

PRINCIPLE ONE
The pattern J-;B (he did) is used as a model for the past tense verb. In this

pattetn each of the base letters is voweled with a fathah.”

PRINCIPLE TWO

Verbs in the English language are conjugated to reflect the subject® of
the verb. For example, “he did” and “we did.” Here, the pronouns “he”
and “we” indicate the subject. Arabic vetbs are conjugated in a similar
manner. In particular, the Arabic verb is conjugated to reflect three

aspects of its subject:

1) person?® (first, second, third)
2) gender'? (masculine, feminine)

3) plurality' (singular, dual, plural)

7 'The pattern UL;@ is one of several patterns used for the past fense verb. Others are presented in
Lesson Sixteen.

8 The subject denotes the doer of the action described by a verb.

® The first person is used to refer to the speaker. For example, “I did” or “we did.” The second
person is used to refer to the individual spoken . For example, “you did.” The third person is
used to refer to the individual jpoken of. For example, “he did” or “they did.”

10 The masculine is used to refer to male beings or masculine objects. Fot example, “he did” or “it
did.” The feminine is used to refer to female beings ot feminine objects. For example, “she did” or
“it did.”

" The singular is used to refer to an individual. For example, “he did.” The dual is used to refer

to tww individuals. For example, “both of them did.” The plural is used to refer to « group. For
example, “they did.”
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PRINCIPLE THREE

While English verbs are conjugated by placing a noun or pronoun
before the verb, Arabic verbs are conjugated by adding designated letters
to the end of the verb. Carefully study the past tense verb conjugations

(table 3.1), noting the changes in person, gendet, and plurality.

PRINCIPLE FOUR

English verbs may exptess eithet the active or the passive voice. The
active voice is used when the subject of the sentence petforms the action
expressed by the verb. For example, “Zaid wrote a book.” Here, the
verb “wrote” is in the active voice because Zaid is indicated as the
writer. The passive voice, on the other hand, is used when the subject of
the verb is not indicated. For example, “A book was wtitten.” Here, the
verb “was written” is in the passive voice because, although a book was

written, the writer is not indicated.

Arabic verbs also express either the active or the passive voice. Eatlier,
principle one llustrated Ji; as a model for the active voice of the past fense
verb. 'The pattern for the passive voice of the past tense verb is formed from
the active voice by (1) changing the voweling of the first letter to a
dammab and (2) changing the voweling of the second to last letter to a
kasrah. Thus :}-l; (he did) becomes J-}; (¢t was done).

PRINCIPLE FIVE

Principle two established that verbs in the active voice are conjugated to
reflect the subject of the verb. When conjugating verbs in the passive
voice, each conjugation reflects the person, gender, and plurality of the
object, 2 and not the subject, of the verb. Fotr example, consider the
statement < J:.o (he was hit). Here, the object of the vetb is stated (ie.,

he), but the subject is not indicated. Therefore, the verb is conjugated to

12 The object denotes the noun that recezves the action of a verh.



£U DUNLIJANMPIN L ALD UD UWLADDILAL ARADIU
CONJUGATING THE PAST TENSE 1"ERB
PERSON GENDER PLURALITY BASE SUFFIX it
VOICE
~ -~
3rd Masculine Singular J_g_#y J.xﬁ
Ie/Tc (S/M) did
3rd Masculine Dual Jx_; l M
They (D/M) did
7 -
(- i
. e 13
3rd Masculine Plural Jg_e & j
They (P/M) did
o 1.7
. ° -
3rd Feminine Singular Jg_a [ "-"'}"*'9
She/lt (S/F) did
3rd Feminine Dual L,ij U =
They (D/F) did
o =] -
3ed Feminine Plural J;\é Q
They (P/F) did
-] -~
2nd Masculine Singular Pj o ":"L"g
[
You (/M) did
A0 ey
2nd Masculine Dual ‘J,_a LQ_','
You (D/M) did
=] -
I & :f o f -y
2nd Masculine Plural \.}Jj
You (P/M) did
e -
2nd Feminine Singular . L’—é ol ,“
V -~
You (8/17 did
-] -~
- R .
& -~ 2 o o
2nd Feminine Dual J_gj Lk L"“‘l‘”
You (D/F) did
s 2 s A7
2nd Feminine Plural J‘U - B
V‘J o
You (P/F) did
2 +] -
3 Masculine and - + },_ 0 I; g'
1st Betmining Singular Jg_é G
1did
[~} -~
P
i ) - < -
st Mascul%ng - Plural & =0 'l_;
Feminine
We did
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural

'3 The “alif (1) at the end of this conjugation is not pronounced.
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he broke

he searched
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he did
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Conjugation 3P ©

3" person Masculine Singular }?w"(he helped)

The rest of the conjugations are achieved by adding suffices to this most basic form. Read the table

below, studying the endings in each conjugation.

Conjugation Conjugation and Translation
Singular 25(he helped)
Masculine Dual \J’Qaf(they helped)
Plural \jjiaj(they helped)
3" person -
Singular < «ai(she helped)
Feminine Dual 7z (they helped)
Plural iljiaj(they helped)
Singular &Eoiias(you helped)
Masculine Dual L/f:zj.f.aj(you helped)
Plural ai(you helped)
2" person =
Singular < Yai(you helped)
Feminine Dual G}@"(you helped)
Plural Eﬁj;:j(you helped)
. Masculine & Singular <21 helped)
1" persan Feminine 5 7
Plural U%ai(we helped)

Variation in the past tense verb happens in three aspects:

e voice (active and passive): when a verb is active, its subject is mentioned; when it is passive, its
object takes the place of its subject. Compare, for example, “I helped” and “l was helped”. In the

first instance “I” is the subject while in the second “1” is the object and the subject hasn’t been

mentioned



N

33

They helped.
- 0 - -
They helped (7).

f(,:_;\

s0 - -
o
You ail helped.

u.uf

o 49 - -
+e .

You all helped (f).

We helped

| They (2) helped.

| They (2) helped (f).

Loz

- 20 - -

. -

)..a.:

| You two helped.

&g

-~ *0 -~ -

L3 s

| You two helped.

o

L’J.:'u

| He helped.

i
[o] - -

| She helped.

- C -

| You heiped.

o -

| You helped (p.

| 1 helped.




FHrabic Tutor — Volumse One

Sl B g pall ol fadlh

‘—
Meahing Person | Gender | Word-Form Verb
He wrote 3rd masc. singular 7 :’g
person - -
They 2 dual i
wrote '
They wrote | plural ke
She wrote fem. singular | °.
They 2 f. dual :’:§’
wrote )
They f. plural el
wrote )
You wrote Ond masc. singular .. °:§’
person ‘ _
You 2 wrote dual 2 des
You wrote plural “ oo
You f. wrote fem. singular i “:§'
You 2 f. dual e
wrote ‘
You f. wrote plural @ f":’{
I wrote 1st m/f singular | X °x&
person "
We wrote m/f dual/ e
plural
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